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THE WHY!

“No matter what you choose to do with your life, you will 

have to learn to manage money to be successful.”   

- Money Fun-damentals, Page 1





Core Components



Smart Cents Playbook

Designed to be used with National 4-H    

Curricula
• Financial Champions: Money Fundamentals & Money Moves

• My Financial Future: Beginner & Advanced

• Reading Makes Cents

• EntrepreneurShip Investigation – https://esi.unl.edu

https://esi.unl.edu/


Plan a Smart Cents Program

 Core Concepts

• Financial decision-making

• Spending and saving

• Credit and debt

• Income and employment

• Investing

• Risk management



Plan a Smart Cents Program



Introduction-Reading Makes Cents

 Financial literacy and reading curriculum

 Grades 3-5

 Group curriculum

 Designed for adult or teen to lead in 

afterschool setting

 In-school, day camps, library program, 

special interest groups of youth, 4-H

 Activities build on each other



Format-Reading Makes Cents

 Seven financial themes organized by sections

 Introduced through featured children’s books

 Each theme has multiple books with one or 

more activities per book

 Activities are stand-alone and designed to 

complete in one session 



Curriculum Goals-Reading Makes Cents

1. Basic money management

2. Use children’s literature

3. Improve attitudes towards reading

4. Support literacy activities in the home

5. Provide opportunities to practice 

important life and money skills



Sample Lesson-

Reading Makes Cents

 P. 7

 Introduce book Eyewitness Money, read 

pages 48-49

 Activity (25-35 minutes)

 Discussion questions following Activity

 Extension Activity

 Alternative Reading Lunch Money



Financial Champions-Books 1 and 2



Money Fundamentals Book 1

 Your Money Personality Profile

 I Really Need That

 Money Motivators

 Money Talks

 Get Smart

 Show Me The Money

Six Sections of Youth Activities:



Money Moves Book 2

 Taking Care Of Your Money

 Turning Cents Into Dollars

 Charging Up

 Check It Out

 Selecting Financial Services

 It All Adds Up

 You Be The Judge

 Shop 'til you Drop’

Eight Sections of Youth Activities:



My Financial Future-Beginner and Advanced

 Beginner Book – 11 Activity Chapters

 Advanced Book – 5 Modules



Sample Lesson-

My Financial  Future

 My Financial Future-Youth Notebook 

Beginner 

 P. 18

 Activity 4: Managing Your Money Flow



Form to Function

Types of Curriculum and Their Use

Programming Guide (Playbook) – Smart Cents

Traditional Teaching Facilitator Guide – Reading Makes 

Cents

Youth Notebooks – My Financial Future and Financial 

Champions



Strategies to Deliver Curricula

• 4-H Club educational topic

• 4-H Club yearly goal

• SPIN Club theme

• Special event

• School milestone (before 
keynote experience)

• Classroom enrichment

• Afterschool program

• Camp class

• Day camp theme

• Workshop

• Hybrid (Virtual, Distance 
and In-Person components)

• Other ideas??
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