
4-H WILDLIFE PROJECT IDEAS

Drew Ricketts – Wildlife Specialist



RESOURCES
• https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/4H1140.pdf

• https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/4H1149.pdf

• https://marketplace.unl.edu/ne4h/curriculum/environmentaled/wildlife-

conservation-1-the-worth-of-wild-roots.html

• https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/subcategory.asp?subCatID=408&CatID=16

• https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/projects/wildlife-fisheries/

• https://www.whep.org

• https://ebird.org/home
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• National 4-H & FFA competition

• Began in 1978 as the Tennessee Wildlife 

Judging Contest

• 1987 First regional contest was held in the 

SE US

• 1989 First national contest was held

• WHEP Manual created in 1990


– National program named National 4-H Wildlife 
Habitat Evaluation Program

WILDLIFE HABITAT EDUCATION PROGRAM 
(WHEP)



WILDLIFE HABITAT EDUCATION PROGRAM 
(WHEP)

•2010 FFA teams invited to compete

– Name changed to Wildlife Habitat Education 

Program

• Reflect intent of providing a wildlife management 

curriculum



• https://www.whep.org

• National WHEP Manual


– Good introductory text on wildlife management

• Intended for High School students (also used for Junior 

High age)

• Study Aids in addition to WHEP Manual


– Flash cards for ID of Wildlife, Food Items, and Wildlife 
Management Equipment


– Instructor resources with suggestions on teaching and 
learning Wildlife ID, Wildlife Management Practices, 
and Developing a Wildlife Management Plan

WILDLIFE HABITAT EDUCATION PROGRAM 
(WHEP)





• 253	Page	PDF	Document	

• Formatted	like	a	text

• Includes


• Contest	Info

• Wildlife	management

					concepts	&	terms

• Ecoregions	of	the	US

• Descriptions	of	

					wildlife	species	and	

					their	requirements

• Wildlife	management	

					practices

• Glossary	and

					Appendix	with	

					definitions	and	food	

					group	explanations



WHEP CONTEST
• 4 Activities


– Individual Activities:

• Wildlife Challenge


– Wildlife ID and general knowledge exam

» Includes ID of images of wildlife and equipment & specimens


• On-Site recommendation of Wildlife Management Practices

– Evaluate an area for several species and select appropriate practices


– Team Activities

• Written Wildlife Management Plan


– Evaluate an area for 3-4 species and develop a comprehensive plan 
including drawings, justification, etc.


• Oral defense of Wildlife Management Plan

– Given individually

















• Variation:

• Visit areas with different 

habitat conditions

• Record species in each 

area

• Compare communities in 

different areas to test 
hypotheses

WILDLIFE TRACKS & SIGN



BIRD WATCHING
• Resources on KSRE Bookstore

• Bird ID Apps


• Merlin

• Audobon


• eBird
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BIRD WATCHING
• Simple list of yard birds with/without feeder

• List of birds encountered at a park in town

• List of birds encountered at a lake, in the 

prairie, at a pond, etc

• Compare species present at different locations



FISH SAMPLING
• Seine, or net fish and/or invertebrates and ID

• Sample different habitats and compare species 

captured in different habitats to test hypotheses



CAMERA TRAPPING
• Deploy camera trap do identify species in the 

area

• Deploy camera traps in different habitats to test 

hypotheses about habitat selection or human 
impacts on wildlife



QUESTIONS?

!"#$%&'()#**+


,-./01,/0-02


3"'()#**4)+56#75

www.wildlife.ksu.edu


895:5;#<%$$$6=95*5;#6(9>?(@3AA#B?
CD9DC9:0E'F1G.H!AHIJ0K'L

M3(#;99)<%$$$6N3(#;99)6(9>?
)+"#$'B7B'N#%O4)+"#$'B7B'N#P

mailto:arickett@ksu.edu
http://www.wildlife.ksu.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoCUoT3Oi90S5zDnzgL34iA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoCUoT3Oi90S5zDnzgL34iA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoCUoT3Oi90S5zDnzgL34iA
https://www.facebook.com/ksrewildlife
https://www.facebook.com/ksrewildlife
https://www.facebook.com/ksrewildlife
https://www.facebook.com/ksrewildlife

